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One Possible version:

Dear Tony,

Knowing you intend to run the marathon in my city, | am delighted to share with you some
relevant information.

The event is scheduled to start at 7:30 a.m. on April 25™. Runners will gather at the gate of
Zhaoyang Park. Before the event, regular training is necessary, which will guarantee you a good
performance. What’s more, with a long distance to cover, you’d better wear comfortable
sneakers and suitable clothes.

Wish you an unforgettable experience.

Yours,
Li Hua
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One possible version:

Carter looked down at his desk in horror. His Corvette! Jackson had painted it red. An
awful dull shade of red! “Why would you do that?” Carter shouted. “I wanted to surprise you!”
Jackson grinned,with his eyes gleaming. Carter could feel the anger growing, bubbling up inside
him, his hands curling into fists. Jackson kept saying something, but so angry was Carter that he
couldn’t even hear a word. “Do you like it? T tried so hard. Look!” asked Jackson. Red paint was
smeared across his face, forehead, even hair. Looking at Jackson, Carter couldn’t help imagining
his little brother spending the whole day carefully painting the car.

Carter took a deep breath and then unfolded his fist. Picturing the scene that Billy sit on the
ground wiping at his eyes as his big brother Dexter walked away, Carter stepped toward the table
where the car was still drying. Carter wasn’t sure what to say. He didn’t want to lie, but he didn’t
want to hurt his brother’s feelings either. Jackson was only trying to surprise him. He could see
that now. “Do you? Do you like it?” Jackson insisted.“Every time I look at this car, I'm going to
think of you,” Carter responded, a smile stretching across his face. And that was the truth. “Now,
we’d better get that paint off your face before dinner.”
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Text 1

W: This report is hard to read. I’d tell you to write it again but | see you have injured your hand,
so I’ll correct it myself.

M: Yes. I tried to do it before seeking treatment, but I’'m heading for the hospital now.

Text 2

M: When you are writing your letter to university, remember to mention all the activities you do
outside of class.

W: Yes, | have mentioned that I am in the school band and that | volunteer at a hospital.

Text 3

M: You must think I’m really stupid. All this time I’ve been calling you Julia. Why didn’t you
say something?

W: It’s OK. Julia sounds so much nicer than Mary. My mom says she nearly decided to call me
Florence, so I suppose it’s better than that.

Text 4

M: When | was your age, | got married. Two years later, | had two children. Things are different
now.

W: I’'m only 21, Dad. | have my whole life in front of me and | intend to enjoy it to the full.

Text 5

W: James, you’re still playing video games, aren’t you?

M: I am, but | have already done all of my homework.

W: Looking at that screen all night will damage your vision. Please shut it off. Dinner is in an
hour, see you downstairs then.

Text 6

M: Are you still taking vitamins like the doctor told you to? | started taking some vitamin D and
C recently. They are good for keeping colds away.

W: | was taking some medication and vitamin B, E and K. But | stopped last week.

M: Why would you do that?

W: They made my stomach hurt. I always felt sick afterwards. I wouldn’t want to exercise and |
felt like it made me less healthy.

M: Were you eating before you took the vitamins? The doctor definitely told you to do that.

W: Oh, maybe that’s the problem. I never eat breakfast.

Text 7

W: Please roll down your window, sir. Let’s see your license and registration.

M: Yes, Officer. Let me make sure that | have them here.

W: You know that it’s against the law to drive without them, right?

M: Of course, here you are. May | ask why you pulled me over?

W: I’ve been closely following you on this highway for miles. You’ve been driving carelessly
and well over the speed limit.

M: I’'m sorry about that. I know this has happened a couple of times, but I can’t afford another
ticket.

W: More than a couple of times, sir. I’'m afraid that I can’t help you now.

M: Please, | just went to the police station to renew my license.

W: This is your sixth ticket. And you must understand that you will have your license taken
away if you’re pulled over again.

Text 8

M: Don’t cry. I’ll come home from college at the end of every term. You’ll still see me.
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W:
M:
W:

M:
W:

: It’s not that. I’'m preparing your favorite meal and I’ve been cutting onions. But | do feel sad

that you’re leaving.

: I know. I understand. But this is the opportunity of a lifetime. I can see great things ahead for

me.

I hope so. Your brother and sister are doing well at university. You’re the last of our children
to leave home.

I’ll be a success — just wait and see. Anyway, the food smells good.

Are you hungry? I hope so. By the way, I’ve invited Uncle Jack to dinner. He wanted to see
you before you leave.

Oh good, it will be nice to see him.

I think he might be bringing some sort of gift, so make sure you thank him for it.

M: Well, you don’t need to tell me that. I know all about good manners.
Text 9

M:

W:
M:

Isn’t it strange that by making it easier to stay in touch with people, social media has made it
harder to keep close friends? It really is an odd thing I’ve noticed.

I don’t know... I find it rather sad.

Think about it. Before, you would send a letter once in a while, and it would take months to
get to the other side of the world. More recently, in our parents’ time, you would have to call
somebody once in a while. Now, it takes you a second to send anybody a message — but we
don’t actually do it that often. Since it’s so easy to keep in touch, there’s really no excuse for
not connecting more often.

: I think seeing what others are doing constantly isn’t good — it’s a waste of time. That’s why

I deleted most social media apps from my phone. I still check them on my computer. | need
them for work.

M: But, after you deleted your social media apps, didn’t your friends get worried that you

stopped replying?

: Not really. Most people actually supported my decision when | told them. My brother said |

became a calmer person and he tried to do the same thing. Out of everyone, my parents were
the most stressed, since we usually communicated through Facebook. Now we send emails
to each other.

Text 10

W: Last year I traveled by myself for the very first time, although I didn’t actually plan
for it. My friend was supposed to travel with me, but at the last moment her relative had a
serious health scare and she needed to stay behind. She knew how much money I’d already
spent and encouraged me to go and have fun for both of us. So | went on our trip to Spain by
myself. I had a lot of anxiety about going alone to a foreign country. Luckily, that wasn’t the
case, but I did have to step out of my comfort zone. | remember going to a restaurant and
having trouble understanding the menu. A young couple was sitting near me and asked if |
needed help. At first, | said no because | felt so awkward, but | thought about it for a second
and then said that | actually would like some help. They were so kind and introduced me to
some delicious dishes that they said only locals eat. We chatted through the whole meal, and
we’ve even kept in touch ever since! If I had been traveling with my friend, we probably
would have just stayed together and not have interacted much with the locals. Traveling
alone turned out to be a great experience for me.



