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M:

Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?

W.Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I'd phone to find out a
bit more.

M:Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for people from different countries. It’s
quite a new club—we have about 50 members at the moment, but we are growing all the
time.

W: That sounds interesting. I'm British actually, and I came to Washington about three
months ago. I'm looking for ways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you organize?

M: Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events, and we also have language evenings.

W Could you tell me something about the language evenings?

M: Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening. People can come and
practice their languages—you know, over a drink or something. We have different
languages on different evenings. Monday—Spanish; Tuesday—TItalian; Wednesday—
German; and Friday—French. On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant for
anyone who wants to come.

W:Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.

M. OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some
more information. If you join now, you can have the first month free.
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M:Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W:Yes, it’s nine fifteen,
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(Text 1)

W Thanks for the lift, Tony. 1 couldn’t bear to wait 40 minutes for the next bus, so I was
about to take the subway to my company.

M: Luckily, I saw you at the stop. When driving my car near the station, I watched carefully.

(Text 2)

M: Are you looking forward to your weekend in Paris, Lily?

W Absolutely! We'll arrive there on Friday evening, and spend Saturday and Sunday
admiring all the sights. Then we’ll fly back early the next morning. Oh, I'll buy you a gift
there.

(Text 3)

W: Are you ready, Charles? I booked a table at the restaurant for 8:00 pm.

M:Yes. But we need to fill our car up with gas first. I think Jim won’t mind us being a few
minutes late.

W:OK. It’s just not busy tonight.

(Text 4)

W1 believe you've had an exciting day. Tell me about it.

M:Do you mind if I tell you tomorrow, Mom? I just feel like going to bed.

W . Of course not. Have a good rest now.

M: Good night.

(Text 5)

M:Is Molly out on her bike again? She enjoys riding it every day after she gets home from
school.

W :But not today. She’s playing upstairs with her new friend.

M: Oh, that’s nice. Maybe they’re helping each other with homework.
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(Text 6)

W:You look brown. Have you been on the beach recently?

M:No, I have just played a lot of sports. We are going away next week for our family
holiday.

W . Will you do what you usually do, like walking in the mountains?

M: Yeah. My parents love it, but they have promised that this is the last year we’ll go into the
mountains. My brother and I really want to visit the museums in New York next year.
Besides, I want to go to the grassland in Africa.
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(Text 7)

M: Hi, there. I'm here to return this scarf. I've already got a blue scarf, so...

W . Well, you need a receipt if you want cash back.

M: Here it is.

W:I'm sorry. 1 can only give you $12 for it. Because the item was purchased more than a
month ago, we can only give half of the paid value in cash.

M: That doesn’t seem fair.

W:It’s our store policy. If you want the full value, you will have to exchange the scarf for
something else in the store!

M. Well, I'd like to look at those wallets.

W T — B3 B A 11 255 13 = AN, IUTE R 15 RPN ] Be 1525 = A~ /)vé

(Text 8)

W:Hey, look at what our mom found! There are many pictures of our childhood.

M. Oh, no! What did we look like then?

W:Here’s one of us in our Christmas play costumes. Look! It’s Gordon!

M. Oh, it was just a baby! It was a great dog, wasn’t it?

W : Absolutely! Our family’s best friend.

M:1 miss it. When I finally move out of Mom and Dad’s place, I'd love to get a dog.

W :T've definitely thought about it, too.

M: Well, why don’t you keep one now?

W .:It’s not an easy thing.

M:Why? Your apartment building allows keeping pets. I've seen some of your neighbors with
dogs. And you don’t need to buy an expensive dog. You can get one free from a shelter.

W1 know. But keeping dogs needs a lot of time and attention, and I'm always busy working.
It would get lonely.

M.:T guess so.
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W :Besides, I love traveling overseas, and it’s not easy to go abroad with a dog. But maybe
T’ll get one in a few years when I settle down and get married.
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(Text 9)

W:Hello. Welcome to another edition of Ask the Writer, the show that puts your questions
to members of the writing world. Today’s guest is Jin Oka, who has been writing comics
for more than twenty years. It's good to have you on the show, Jin.

M:1It’s lucky to be here,

W.Jin, you were originally from Japan and moved to America when you were ten years old.
You began selling your story ideas to comic publishers when you were just thirteen, so you
weren't in America that long before making an impression.

M.: That’s right. I had grown up reading Japanese comics but soon turned to American comic
publishers. When my dad got a job in New York, honestly, 1 was very excited, and got
into writing immediately.

W:Great stuff. Okay, let’s go to our listeners’ questions. The first one is from Chen who
lives in Wuhan, China. She asks, “Who is your favorite superhero?”

M: Ooh, that’s a good question! I fell in love with characters like Spider-Man, Superman and
the Hulk from an early age, but the coolest superhero is probably Batman.

W :Batman is great, though Iron Man is my particular favorite! Keep listening, because after
the break, we’ll ask Jin about his new channel for comic lovers. Don’t go away!
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(Text 10)

W: Good morning, everyone. It’s time for our weekly health class. How many of you feel
tired all the time? Raise your hands, please. Wow, there are a lot of hands! Doctors
recommend that teens get at least 8 hours of sleep each night. However, many teens, like
you, struggle to achieve this due to a conflict between natural body rhythms and modern life
demands. Note that it is essential to find a way to fall asleep earlier. First, let’s explore the
sleep rule. This rule suggests avoiding tea, coffee and other energy drinks several hours
before you plan to sleep. Complete homework and other tasks earlier before you sleep. And
remember to shut off all screens before bedtime. These tips will help prepare your body for
sleep and enable you to fall asleep more quickly. We will discuss how screen addiction can also
affect your sleep next.
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SE:
Dear Jack,

I'm really excited that you're planning to visit China this summer! I think you should

definitely go to Beijing. It’s the capital city and full of amazing places. You can see the Great

Wall, which is one of the greatest wonders in the world. The Forbidden City is also a must-

see, It’s huge and has a long history. There are also beautiful parks like the Summer Palace

where you can enjoy some peaceful time.

Beijing is also famous for its food. You can try Peking Duck—it’s delicious! I'm sure

you'll have a fantastic time in Beijing. I can’t wait to hear all about your adventures when you

get back. Have a great trip!

— JES RN
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SEEX:

In desperation , Edward cleared his throat and tried something he hadn’t done for long.

With tears in his eyes, he softly sang a song that his mother used to sing to him. Then,
suddenly, Edward felt a light squeeze in his palm. Victoria began to respond, gripping
Edward’s hand tighter. Oliver stepped in to see Victoria’s hand movement and couldn’t
believe what he was witnessing. He instantly rushed out of the room, looking for the doctors.
The doctors finally came in to check on Victoria, and she was indeed coming out of her coma.

The doctors said it was Edward’s song that had helped Victoria come back. Over the
next couple of days, Victoria began to recover. She was glad to see her family and missed
them dearly. Edward’s voice, once lost, began to return. One sunny afternoon, Victoria
gently took Edward’s hands. Her eyes filled with gratitude, she conveyed her deep
appreciation for Edward’s efforts. Edward felt warmth in his heart. From that moment on,
the family felt an even deeper connection, knowing that love could truly bring them through
the toughest challenges.
— JESEN
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